
OANA General Meeting Minutes — 6/8/2016

Close to 40 people came to the Maumus Center cafeteria for the meeting, which was 
called to order a little after 7 p.m. by OANA President Mike Pechon, who led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.

Councilman Richie Lewis, on the agenda to speak, was unable to attend. 

Ann Tuennerman, founder of Tales of the Cocktail, which is planning to move its 
headquarters to Arabi, took the floor as the first speaker. The signature internationally-
attended event will be taking place in July, so the organization’s focus will be on that 
before concentrating on the move. Tales of the Cocktail, she said, can be described as 
a sort of huge “bartender convention”, with various tastings, presentations, and related 
events. 

As for the move to 7220 St. Claude, she described the building as having “good bones”, 
with twice the square footage of their current location. The 8600 square feet on two 
levels will be renovated by TKO Builders, a St. Bernard firm, into storage, office space, 
and a conference room on the first floor, with more offices and work spaces upstairs. 
There is a yard, which Ann envisions as a place for outdoor get-togethers. She intends 
to use local businesses for all phases of the relocation. Plans were available for 
members to peruse.

OANA’s Mitchell Gaudet thanked Ann, whom he said “draws a lot of water” and 
represents a “high-end cocktail culture”, which will be a great new addition to our 
neighborhood. He then talked about the Meraux Foundation’s investment and 
establishment of the Cultural Arts District on St. Claude. He and his wife, artist Erica 
Larkin Gaudet, had wanted to expand beyond their individual studios, but didn’t have 
the funds. The Foundation’s Bill and Chris Haines stepped in and collaborated with 
Mitchell and Erica to plan the renovation of a strip of several buildings along St. Claude, 
which the Foundation purchased. 

Studio Arabi, the old Fastenal building, a 10,000 sq. ft. space, has been redesigned into 
ten studios, which will house a variety of artists and craftspeople, from woodworkers to 
printmakers to glass blowers, to name a few. All the spaces are already occupied. The 
old pawn shop will be The Valiant, a  theater with eclectic programming that will draw a 
completely different crowd than other businesses in the area. 

A Studio Arabi Grand Opening is being planned for June 25, from 5 to 10 p.m. Studio 
Inferno, The Valiant, and Studio Arabi will all be open to tour. All businesses in the 
Cultural Arts community — bars, restaurants, shops, The St. Bernard Voice newspaper, 
etc. — will be invited to participate and have a presence at the event. Co-ordinated 
seasonal openings are envisioned for the future. 

Chris Haines then spoke about the Meraux Foundation’s projects that emerged from a 
plan drafted for St. Bernard, including Startup St. Bernard and the Cultural Arts District. 
He said that without such a plan, there could be unwise development. He cited Ann 



Tuennerman’s 14 years and Mitchell’s 26 years as small local business, and the focus 
on entrepreneurship nowadays. Small firms and businesses tend to support each other, 
and will attract other such enterprises to the area. He feels that Arabi is a great, 
welcoming spot for businesses looking for a place to move.

Ray Lauga encouraged us to not ignore the “culture” in the Arts and Culture vision. Mike 
pointed out that the energy that Mitchell and Erica put into this development is what 
keeps this community together. Mitchell quipped that he’s the talker, while Erica is the 
doer.

Mike again mentioned some of the ideas for the organization moving forward, and went 
through the list of projects that board members have agreed to take on:

• trash can on the levee — Progressive is supposed to deliver a can next week; we 
may look into other sites for more cans (e.g. near Rally’s).

• flower baskets on light posts, with an “adoption program” — Jan will assemble 3 
test baskets for everyone to see this summer.

• recycling — we were not happy with the type of bin suggested by Phoenix 
Recycling, but since Pelican is taking over the parish trash collection contract on 
July 6 and will have drop-off bins in two locations (though not in Arabi), we’ll 
address the issue later.

• logo contest — a flyer was distributed with guidelines, and will be sent by email 
later in the week.

• website — we have a design, and the site should be up by the end of the month. 
Ray suggested that it also include an archive of old photos and documents.

• flags — Mike has been researching this project, and found that it will probably 
cost around $5,000. A more precise proposal will be presented later.

• neon signs on St. Claude businesses — similar to an initiative on Broad St. in 
New Orleans; no further information yet.

• BZA — the Board will take a stand on variance requests in Old Arabi; this will be 
the Board’s position only, not that of the full membership, since we could never all 
agree. One resident pointed out that the Board should find out what’s on the BZA 
agenda every month, and Mike agreed that we need to do that. The agenda is 
available by email. The same member suggested that we should get the levee 
board’s permission for the trash can on the levee; Jan will make sure that 
happens.

Members asked about the recent removal of several crape myrtles on the St. Claude 
neutral ground, dubbed the “crape murder”. No one was sure why this had happened, 
since the mature trees were originally planted with parish funds. 

The last question of the night regarded the Bopp building, another undeveloped 
property on St. Claude. Chris Haines said that was more than the Meraux Foundation 
could handle right now. There are rumors that an O’Reilly Auto Parts store could move 
in there, which would be a BZA issue for us to address. Another rumor has the property 
under contract, with an attempt to sell. 

Door prize tickets were pulled for two yucca plants, and the meeting was adjourned 



around 8:15 p.m.


