
OANAGeneral Meeting Minutes — 8/19/2015

Around 75 people, including many candidates running in the upcoming October 
election, attended the meeting, which was held at 7 pm at The Gathering. In contrast to 
most general meetings, this was scheduled to be a more focused discussion centering 
on the proposed zoning overlays.

The first order of business was to announce that Sippin’ in the Sunset events are 
scheduled for the 2nd Thursday of every month, September through December.

Speakers present were Dale Thayer, from the Department of Community Development, 
and Andrew Jacques, Director of the Economic Development Foundation. Earl 
Dauterive of the Planning Commission was on hand to answer questions.

Before initiating the focused discussion, Gail Gautier of 431 Lebeau was recognized as 
August Yard-of-the-Month winner. 

There was also a brief presentation by Muriel Altacredi, who, along with two partners, is 
interested in opening a bar-restaurant in the space formerly occupied by Old Arabi Eats. 
This would require re-zoning, for which the owner of the building has recently applied, or 
a conditional-use permit. The parties are all bartenders, not really interested in food 
service nor in having live music, but possibly hosting sand volleyball matches in the lot 
next to the property (now leased from the railroad, but only for parking; building owner 
wants to buy). However, the space may not even be available.

Barry Lemoine introduced Arabi Elementary Principal Carla Carollo. The OANA actively 
supports the school.

Ann Tutterman, from Tales of the Cocktail, spoke briefly about her organization’s 
purchase and plans to renovate the building at 7220 St. Claude, across from Dollar 
General, to be used as a warehouse and office headquarters. They are relocating from 
Bywater, and were introduced to our neighborhood by Studio Inferno owner Mitchell 
Gaudet.

The first main speaker was Dale Thayer, of the Parish Department of Community 
Development. The St. Claude streetscape project is progressing with environmental 
sampling and negotiations with the railroad and DOTD, so we should see construction 
beginning soon, possibly by the end of September. 

Thayer then explained the difference between overlays and zoning: overlays outline 
accepted and prohibited uses, while the base zoning does not change. St. Claude 
remains C-2 commercial, while much of the riverfront warehouse area is light industrial. 
This is outlined in the Comprehensive Zoning Plan of 2014. 

The Department has developed the overlay proposal itself, in order to avoid costs and 
time that would be spent by hiring consultants. The proposal lists best uses and 
suggests shared parking facilities, landscaping, and sidewalks for the St. Claude 



corridor. 

For the riverfront, the overlay would exclude general industrial and automotive 
businesses, and promote a list of other recommended uses. The issue of building 
heights will be critical; the proposal is for a limit of 75’ on the riverfront, with 55’ behind. 

Councilman Ray Lauga emphasized that the purpose of the overlays is for 
neighborhood protection. Earl Dauterive pointed out that they would encourage 
welcome economic development and protect from rampant negative development. They 
would provide protection for investors and bring consistency to the area. 

Barry Lemoine asked how residents can support the plan; Dauterive said to read it and 
come to the special Community Meeting being held in Council Chambers tomorrow for 
the purpose of getting feedback from residents and businesses.

Comments were made about height restrictions and not wanting to have a solid wall of 
buildings; Thayer said developers want a “view”; Lauga mentioned the issue of density. 

The second speaker was Andrew Jacques of the Economic Development Foundation, a 
non-profit focused on bringing business to the Parish, creating jobs, and marketing the 
area. It is partially funded by the St. Bernard government, and solicits funds from 
various other sources, such as the Mereaux Foundation, Sidney Torres, etc. The 
organization supports the overlay project as the “best thing for St. Bernard”. 

The group markets to homebuilders, entrepreneurs and industrial site selectors alike. It 
holds meetings with local businesses to find out what works for them. Jacques cited that 
8 new businesses have recently opened in St. Bernard, bringing new jobs. The 
Chalmette Refinery is changing hands, and the Old Arabi Marketplace has just opened 
on St. Claude. 

Jacques suggested providing incentives for startups, and courting tech companies. 
Local incentives on top of state incentives, along with matching funds, could be very 
enticing to new businesses. He proposed creating a TIF (tax increment financing) 
District plan by November or December, which our organization could back and 
encourage. 

Money exists to market St. Bernard, to attract residents as well as businesses; it was 
suggested that perhaps it is tied up in politics. 

Mitchell Gaudet mentioned that property taxes often increase when business develops 
in a neighborhood, so we need a property tax freeze. Jacques mentioned a business 
tax abatement. 

One member asked how to draw people back to the Parish, what to work on, what are 
our weaknesses? Jacques answered “perception”. Lauga posed that we think of “locals 
first” as regards tax abatements and other changes.



The Old Arabi Marketplace was welcomed as a new business. Three of the partners 
were present and recognized. 

Constable Mitch Perkins thanked Mr. Roy for bringing up the problem of traffic on 
Friscoville and Mehle Streets. Officials, from council people to the state, need to 
address speeding and large trucks using those routes. Asphalt speed bumps were 
proposed, as well as eventual decorative entryway structures that would prohibit trucks 
from entering. 

Representative Ray Garofalo said that the project to re-route Domino’s traffic through 
the Port is underway, and promised meanwhile to ask State Troopers to patrol for 
violators who use residential streets instead of Aycock.

Barry Lemoine announced the first Sippin’ in the Sunset to be held September 10th, and 
the Sugar Fest on October 10th from 3-9 pm, both at the Aycock Barn.

President Mike Pechon thanked The Gathering for hosting our meeting.

Studio Inferno will hold a special ribbon cutting ceremony with Lt. Governor Jay 
Dardenne this Friday, August 21, in honor of the upcoming Katrina X show. The show’s 
opening reception will take place next Saturday, August 29.  

Door prizes were awarded. Our next meeting date will be the Night Out Against Crime 
on Tuesday, October 13th, 6-8 pm at 847 Friscoville.


